
Sign EDM 2272: Cumulative disruption proposals and the right to protest 

Dear [  ] MP, 

As your constituent, I am writing to ask you to sign Early Day Motion 2272 ‘Cumulative 

disruption proposals and the right to protest’. This urgent EDM calls on the government to 

withdraw its draconian proposal to give the police new powers to restrict or effectively ban 

recurring protests based on their supposed ‘cumulative impact.’  

Please find a briefing from the Palestine Solidarity Campaign on the threats this measure 

poses to our democratic rights here.   

I am extremely concerned about the impact of this proposed change to the law – it 

represents a significant expansion of state authority to ration the rights to peaceful 

expression and assembly. It would mean that the police will be required to consider any 

cumulative disruption caused by past protests or planned future protests in the same ‘area’ 

when deciding whether to impose restrictions. This might include, for example, an entire 

town or the whole of central London and it will not matter whether the protests are for the 

same cause or involve the same people.  

While the government has made clear that its principal target is the mass national marches 

for Palestinian rights, the effect would be hugely wide-ranging. An anti-racist march could be 

blocked from happening on Whitehall because a farmers’ protest happened there six 

months earlier, or a pride march could be restricted just because a far-right demonstration 

was recently held in the same town. It follows a succession of anti-protest laws, and this or 

any future government could use these powers to effectively stamp out protests of any 

kind.  

Effective protests often recur in the same places – whether that is a seat of power like 

Westminster or a trade union picket line outside a workplace during an industrial dispute. 

No protest movement has ever brought about change through a single demonstration. The 

civil rights movement, the campaign for women’s suffrage and the movement against 

apartheid in South Africa all relied on the ‘cumulative impact’ of repeated protests over 

many years.  

Moreover, the proposal has been introduced as an amendment to the Crime and Policing bill 

currently in the House of Lords. MPs are voicing strong concerns that the government is 

attempting to rush through these far-reaching changes without sufficient democratic 

scrutiny and debate  

The right to protest – including in solidarity with the Palestinian people or in opposition to 

the policies and actions of the British government – is a precious democratic principle and 

must be defended. I am calling on you to uphold my right to protest and sign EDM 2272.   

Yours sincerely, 
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