What follows are my notes of the book by Ranveer Singh, whose book is based on the book by Trilok
Singh. | made the notes over several visits to the library at gurdwara Khalsa Jatha in Holland Park,
London during the cold, dark, winter months of Dec 2024-Jan 2025. The book is about Punjab during
the period from around 1785 to around 1832. It chronicles the consolidation of the misls of Punjab,
the life of Maharaja Ranjit Singh: his early years up to the time when he ruled Punjab, and the life of
his mother-in-law, Sada Kaur — the main character of the book - her life and times, the battles she
fought as leader of one of the misls, and the key role she played in nurturing the young Ranjit Singh
to become ruler of the Punjab. (Permijit Singh)

Warrior Queen: Rani Sada Kaur by Ranveer Singh (2021) pub: Khalishouse.com an English
translation of 1953 Punjabi novel by Giani Trilok Singh

at Brit Lib ISBN 9781838143725 and at Khalsa Jatha gurdwara (Holland Park)

In Achal, 13 miles north of Batala, there is a reservoir. Opposite this reservoir, there is an open field
where Raja Gurbaksh Singh (GS) died in battle (Feb 1785). He was the husband of Sada Kaur (Sada
Kaur) and son of Jai Singh, the founder of the Kainya misl. The battle was for rule of GS’s misl (the
Kanaiya misl) - Jassa Singh, Ramgharia Singh, and Maha Singh had colluded to “take down the
growing influence of the Kanaiya misl in the Majha region of Panjab” (p21).

Sada Kaur vowed to replace her slain husband and head the Kanaiya misl.

Misls were established post Guru Gobind Singh and for political autonomy of Sikhs and to fight
mughals and foreigners, but some misl chiefs had used misls for personal or familial aims “at the
expense of the Sikh nation’s wider political objectives.”

The aim of the misls was, according to Jai Singh: to “spread Sikhi, challenge tyranny, and uphold Sikh
sovereignty.” (p27).

Sada Kaur had the blessing of Jai Singh to lead the Kainya misl and to unite Punjab. By age 16, Sada
Kaur had mastered shaster vidhia (military skills) in addition to dharmic studies.

Jai Singh proposed to Sada Kaur that her daughter, Mehtab Kaur, is wed to Ranjit Singh (son of Maha
Singh). Maha Singh was head of the Sukerchakia misl and an enemy of Jai Singh. The reason to wed
was to strengthen Sikhs against their enemies (mughals and marathas). Though Sada Kaur was
concerned, Jai Singh said the marriage was not the same as a Rajput wedding where the the girl was
wedded to a foreigner (mughals). Jai Singh was proposing a marriage between Sikhs.

Sada Kaur approved of the marriage and the alliance, partly because it would help to resist the
advance of the Brits into the Punjab.

Battle of Bhangani (1688) — Guru Gobind Singh’s first battle

Sada Kaur decided to free Varyan Singh - he’d been captured by Sansar Chand (ruler of Kangra, in
Himachal Pradesh).

Sada Kaur left Batala and marched to Pathankot with 2000 cavalry to free Sikhs and regain lost
territory. She took Sarhadi from Sansar Chand, then took the fort at Pathankot and freed Varyan

Singh. Sada Kaur then took Nurpur, then marched on to Kangra to meet Sansar Chand.
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By the time she reached Kangra, she had recruited more soldiers and her army numbered 5000
instead of originally 2000.

Sansar Chand waved the white flag and surrendered and agreed to marry his daughters to Ranjit
Singh, and agreed to give his soldiers to Sada Kaur.

Nishaan Sahib was raised over Delhi, many times.

Banda Singh created the Khalsa Republic

Sada Kaur was summoned to Gujranwala to meet the father (Maha Singh) of the 10-year-old Ranjit
Singh (RS), because Maha Singh was dying and he wanted to give Sada Kaur control over RS and over
the Sukerchakia misl. Sada Kaur agreed.

RS had lost his eye because of smallpox. His mother was Raj Kaur. RS was given the sword of Maha
Singh’s father, to protect the misl.

Maha Singh and Jai Singh and 6000 soldiers defeated Pir mohammed (chatta tribe) and took his
famous Zamzama gun.

Sada Kaur returned to Batala from Gujuranwala (RS’s home) to overthrow some minor misls that
were opposing her misl.

Raj Kaur and Sada Kaur discussed how to crown RS the Ruler of Punjab. To unite Punjab, Sada Kaur
had to take Lahore.

Guru Hargobind’s hawk killed the hawk of Shah Jahan. Jahan's advisers persuaded him to attack
Guru Hargobind — at Lohgarh but the attackers were repelled by the Sikhs. Guru Hargobind fought a
duel and killed Jahan. Guru Hargobind fought and won 5 battles against the mughals.

RS was illiterate and neglected his studies, and instead trained in warfare, and learned of history of
Sikhs and other cultures. Sada Kaur was the greatest influence on RS’s understanding of Sikh
History. “Sada Kaur and Ranjit Singh were aware of the need to achieve sovereignty of Sikhs.”
1796: RS married Mehtab Kaur. In 1795, he married Datar Kaur

For almost 1000 years, arabs had looted India but that stopped with the formation of the Khalsa and
Guru Gobind Singh.

Zaman Shah (King of Kabul) invaded Punjab and easily took Lahore from the Bhangis. He returned to
Kabul but returned to Lahore in 1798.

RS wanted to challenge the rule of Zaman Shah. Sada Kaur agreed to support him in taking Lahore
from Shah, especially as it is a precursor for Shah to invade Punjab (more widely than Lahore).
RS went with his soldiers to challenge Shah at Lahore. Shah cowardly retreats back to Kabul.

Another mughal (Kasooria) saw the opportunity to invade.
RS learned of Kasooria’s plan to rule Punjab. As a result, RS agreed to return to Lahore.

After Mehtab Kaur’s marriage to RS, Sada Kaur relinquished her responsibility of the Sukerchakia
misl

Sada Kaur says Sikh rule of Punjab will only occur if Lahore is conquered “When hunting for deer, it is
wise to prepare for an encounter with lions” said Sada Kaur, so she advised RS to take an army of
8000 not 800, to conquer Lahore. RS also wanted to conquer Kashmir and surrounding areas to
make them part of his raj.
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The Kanaiya and Sukerchakia misls, headed by Sada Kaur and RS, met in the gardens near Anarkali
bazaar in Lahore.
Chet Singh surrendered in 25/04/1799 and was allowed by Sada Kaur to leave the Lahore fort.

Lahore fort is the location where Guru Arjan Singh was martyred on 30/05/1606.
RS crowned Maharaja of Punjab after the Lahore victory.
Khalsa flag flew over Kasur, Multan, Amristar, Jammu, and Kashmir

Sada Kaur in her 50s, pursued pathans who looted and harrassed local people, but freed them when
they agreed to be peaceful and tolerant of other faiths.

Sada Kaur believed in “Sarbhat da balla” “welfare for all”. She could have ruled in her name, but
chose to establish a united Punjab.

Sikhs were stationed in barracks as far as Khyber Pass.

RS stripped Sada Kaur of political and military powers. Earlier, he had told her to transfer her
property to him because she had no son. Sada Kaur was deeply aggrieved by this order and proposal
and thought he had been corrupted by his advisers - the Dogras.

Sada Kaur decided to accept RS’s order because she wanted to contemplate on the Guru and to
reside in Amritsar. She decided to leave with just 1 bag. All her companions of previous days had
gone and she felt alone.

Sher Singh (a son of RS) tried to revolt against his father because of the order, but Sada Kaur told
him not to neither revolt nor oppose the order.

Sada Kaur sensed the Brits were biding their time — until RS died — before they’d conquer Punjab.
Brits occupied Punjab in 1849 and destroyed all traces of culture and buildings, so the oppressed
would not remember their heroic ancestors, and christianity was spread by missionairies.

In Amritsar, Brits replaced the bungas of Sher Singh and Ajit Singh (two Sikhs who’d opposed the
Brits) with a clock tower (since removed). The Brits also destroyed Sada Kaur’s bunga.

In Dec 1832, Sada Kaur, was in her 70s.

Brits did not dare to cross the Satluj while RS ruled. Khalsa flags flew over Kashmir, Hazara, Haripur,
Peshawar, Vazirstand, Multan, and Kangra.

Sada Kaur warned RS on her death bed (he and his sons had come to visit her after ignoring her for
years) about the Dogras and foreigners who held high rank in the army of the risk that they will
betray RS and the risk the Brits will conquer Punjab.

Punjabi translation (using typingbaba.com)

I<a fifw €t fa3mg @ 1A A< It &3 I, frm <t fazme f3@a fifw €t fa3mg 3 »iurg3 31
N THEd 2024-7G2d1 2025 © 33, TAJ, ATEM ® Hillfentt €a7a I8 Uaa, 836 AfE3
T YA AT fed Bifegdl @ el Sfgni €976 dcH g | feg fa3mg Bagdr17ss 3
1832 ® TN 976 UATE ¥4 I | ¥Are Thui fiAst R feade d< v fefaam, o I<+is
fifw = fies: 87 2 I0 99a © M S © Gt s YA, »3 SRt AR AeTdd T Hles
- fazra w1y U39 - BAeT fies w3 A, e fiAs @ »irg <+ €Fa St sardtui, mi3
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AASs B UBE Une g 88 Wy gfiar fagmet| g3 fifw Jara v avand 9349
(UIHHI3 fiiw)

I It aﬁafﬁwwwwﬁa (2021) pub: Khalishouse.com M@ﬁafﬁw
T1dT 1953 & UHTel 518 T 0ididHl MgeTe

fge g 1SBN 9781838143725 %13 YTGHT A8 IO (JT83 UTde) fed
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W3 e s © Net 7 fifw e d3a 1 feg 3 ftonm, D Hes (Jseh Hns) © s Set
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HET G S WUS HIG 18 U3t &t 8§ & W3 I8 THAS € widiers! 996 ©f A yrdt|

st €t masT 9rg difde fiw 3 gme »13 iyl & IasiEe yerufsnd S8t w3 Harsi w3
fearin 518 B35 B it Iret 7, U I3 THAS Hdtit & iy 91 © fenmua Iasif3e St <t
H3 3 T 7 ufgerga Gt B¢ fiast o <33 i3t /i

 friw »irrg fHrst T Gem i “fidl T YT I9aT, ToH § g3t o w3 ity ygrzr § anfer
JUST” (Ua127)]

T od § THE THAZ B widreret aas »i3 Uarg § 13 Bt 1 fiflw T wifigee yuz /i 16
7S € €13 39, AT dd @ TIHA UL © T8-618 TH3J fefont (@l Iad) fed Ha'd3 IS
Jd BEl A

A fiw & 7er dq § yr3re i3 fa Greht dt Higse oq e femma I3 fiw gt ffw 2 U339) o7
Jfemm J1 HIt fifw Fargge s Ttz A fRw T emie /it fermg T ads iy § 8af e
THHS (HITS! w13 HaTfen) © fedu Hag3 sdaT 7/l Isifa AeT ofd fd33 7t 7 fifw & faar fa
fog fenma ImY3 fentg <gar &d1 7 e B3t w1 fenra fan et (Harsh) as T A /| A
frw iyt fegarg fomrg T yA3e 2 fgar

T od & fonTd w3 Iieng & Hagd! © i3, 99 Je 34 faGfa fog wigewt © Unme feg »idi <ue
T fedu 99& feg Hee J3ar|

Jaret €t B3l (1688) - I difde fHw i < ufggt ware

T od & SIS i & HI3 I3 T eHST o131 - §J faar yen fe9 Fieed 9% (Jdg © WHd)
®T% Ig1 9d f&T HE

T Sd 9T & YT W3 UBTRA § 2000 eBdl 1% Har3 fiyt »13 3H e femstfamit fSg w3
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nETETs fifw fed fag fenn. 3399 @ a/ayd & B¢, fag Hard e § fige st aadar §
BRIGSCIEY
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A 9 & JHIGES! 3 97T YA UYJ3T B g <A U3 1 B © s v fedu 94
JJ A,

I ofd W3 FET oid fed fegra w1 fgar I fa fa< Uarg © I/ § Sa8eT J. UAre § feade 9ds
T AT g § BTdd B3 Ut

1d Jfgdifde € 75 & Waddt © g § Hid fd3n. Adio™s ¥ ASTadTd 6 B Braarg fed
IHS II6 Bt Yfd3 37 yd iyt & faar o fern avsredt @ I i3 /. grg Jfgdifde /1 &
o Tt Bfn w13 7 § Hid i3, grg Ifgdife #t S Harst fustg 5 BIrehort fidhrt,

W, Wid e e, AT g @ ity fefsam St g 3 e IS yse At
"HET ol W3 I3 fiul fifdt & ygizT Yz aas S B I A Al
1796: WA, T feng Hg3me o &1 Jfem| 1795 feg fom © foutg T1319 g a1 Jfenr

SJI3d1 1000 A1 3, Wde & 3793 § Sfen H ug fog urgA w3 J1g Jifde fifw & ramias
&% g2 J fap

TG 7d (198 © 2rd) & UArg §3 oHsT Ji37 »i3 Saitv 3 B1dg vt 518 & fenm €9
IS UIfnMT Ug 1798 feg BTIg <um i1 famr|

W WA FHS T © I § 9331 o1 IigeT /il ATT o 71d 3 BJd < B R T MHaEs
36 S AfgH3 I I,y 39 3 faBia feg 79 et Uame (@ 518 frperer feniua) €3
NS FIS T YILS-FId
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WIINH, WS furdng 518 11 § BBAd6 e B1Id famfTl 71d 33U TUH I8 <8
i 8 I HITS (T D THST FIS T HT BfepaT|

RS & UATE '3 I/ Id& <t FHIMT T WA ¥ USTEIT| 331 24, WA, BTJd TR A1
St f3nrg J famr

HfJ3™E Fd © Mg WA &1 fantg 3 gmiT, AT 9d & Jadaa fHAS T wiydt fidierdt f3mmar
fedt|

e dg Jfdet J f U = fity g 3t 3t I&ar A9d g i3 fenr 7 e fogat = fiarg
FI&T I 3T AT 518 A9 B! {3ng Ifga wigsviedt 91 I8 97 |, AeT dd & o, fom =&t
CHA WTIMH. BTII| NI AFNA. TG W3 S-S © fesifemt & wirud g w fdmm
g8 B & i3 gde /i

T Sd %3 MTI A, T widieTe feg TaEmT %3 HAauam HAS! BTdd © WMaIad! §691d 3
TgTt feg fHahot|

93 W B 25/04/1799 § ME3H AHIUT A4 f3T w3 AT 9 & BH § Bdd fag g3 &
foams i3t B3 fa G0 waTs I fid 31g »igds fitw # 30/05/1606 & T I8 A& |

B1Jd © i3 3 T »itg WA S UATE ® HITH T 31 Ufgaten|

JHd, HS3'&, WifH3Ad, 7Y 713 JIHHId feg U&ATe 31 BfagrfomT fgpr

T 5d & WU 50 ® TIT feg, st w1 figr o3t/ Aad Sdt § v »3 UIHs Jd¢ 1S,
g A< B9 mE3HE w13 T8 gt © Y3t AfgcHis d< st Afgn3 98 31 Qast & wimme 99 i3

AT Jd AT T ST ‘A3 ol I8l I femem Judt /i §a »ud & 3 91 99 Al
Tt U9 B Hua3 Uarg < 7ausT IaaT gien|

iyt & ¥9d 79 3 99t feg 3fewT3 i3 famr i
NI WA S AT g 3 vt wi3 St HaStut 4a eort| fom 3 ufast R 3 87 & faar /it fa €9
WS Afeee §A § 39618 9d T faBfa 8F T o€t U39 &df /il HeT og for g »i3

YA3R 3 ¥g3 et Hl »3 BHS Afgm fa BAG 8RR ASTaagt - 3difami ©urdr e o3t famr
JI

AT Ad & Wd A, © gaH § Hoe T enst otz faGfa 89 a1g = fegrd ada »13 »ifijzAa feg
g et 7 BFd fiidg 1 a1 B A AT T eRs 131 OR = fusd ot ® A9 At 9% are
A& M3 Ba fed &t Higgr 99 It #

I AW TPiA 2 Y39) & TIH © 9196 Wy fuzT = fedu gares 996 <f Jfigg i3t ug Aer
od & BHS faar fa §7 &7 31 garme3 I96 »3 & It JaH T fedu 93& |

T od & HiTHA o131 fa »igram vare § fif3e 3 ufast - g, & 13 3 - et Ant Bar
JJIHS|
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WIIIH B 1849 feg Unrg 3 JFgdT Jd {%n11 w13 HigmaTd w3 feHTd3t ¥ Ad ferTst & 3979 99
31, for Tt 99-998 B »ry@ gared ydfunt § we adt g9 dl, 3 gtArdt aaH fHmadi

g ST famr 7

WH3HJ <9, »iaradt 3 7a fiw w3 w3 fifw @ fiy 1 »igdwt © fedu g #s) © gigmit <

g g B8 Ted (I 71 3 ™iT) 518 928 31| »igiodi & AT 9d © gar <t 2rd fa 3|

THYd 1832 feg AT 9d 70 AT <t H|

IH B A3BH U I3& © fdH3 &l i3t 7 f& wiig »ia . amilg, garan, gdiug, fureg,
THIGACS, HB3'6 »i3 J191F1 fog UsATet ¥3 Bfgdre Il

TETd & MY 13 © faA33 3 Mg A, § 93es! it @I m3 GRR U3I i3 €A g
ST 996 3 ImiT B7 § fHEE »e 1) 3aifant w3 fegwni o9, A Sa feg Ganige 3
7%, for T © fa 83 I i, Uame § i3 fomr
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