
Aston Villa FC must not host Israeli football team Maccabi Tel Aviv

From: P Singh (permjitsingh@yahoo.com)

To: media@avfc.co.uk; fancomplaints@avfc.co.uk; supporters@avfc.co.uk

Cc: info@palestinecampaign.org; office@stopwar.org.uk

Date: Wednesday, 15 October 2025 at 17:25 BST

Do not whitewash Israel’s genocide, military occupation and apartheid against
Palestinians.

Shame on Aston Villa FC if its management and players go ahead and host the Israeli team,

next week.

Why Aston Villa FC's management and players must reject the Israeli team:

The Israel Football Association directly participates in Israel’s crimes against Palestinians. It governs

football clubs based in illegal Israeli settlements on stolen Palestinian land in the occupied West

Bank. 

Palestinians, facing down Israel’s military assaults and ethnic cleansing, have long demanded that

Israel is banned from international sporting and cultural bodies as a means of holding it accountable

for its crimes, just as apartheid South Africa was.  

Israel’s genocide against Palestinians in Gaza has killed many tens, if not hundreds of thousands of

Palestinians, including many hundreds of Palestinian footballers. It has annihilated Gaza’s

footballing infrastructure such as stadiums, training facilities and pitches.  

In the occupied West Bank, Israel has also systematically targeted Palestinian sports infrastructure,

while its daily military invasions of towns and refugee camps have killed scores of Palestinian

footballers. 

Allowing Israeli football teams to compete in international competitions sanitises this horrific

violence, and allows Israel to cynically present itself as a normal country, obscuring the truth of its

oppression of Palestinians.  

The FA and UEFA must act now and cancel the match, and Aston Villa must refuse to host it 

– there can be no sports as usual with Israel’s genocide and apartheid.  
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